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If it is human nature, as Bentham says, to love power more
than liberty, few men can make of their own passion for
liberty the spell Fox cast over men's minds, or answer as
he could, the proud rhapsodies of conquest with the prouder
rhapsodies of justice. There was something creative in the
fierce energy with which he loved justice and freedom. It
was not to fatigue or to failure or to fear that he appealed ;
he never made freedom a second-best, a policy of indolence
or despair; he gave it a pride and a fascinating splendour,
and amid the worst misfortunes of his party, he defended
that cause, not with chastened apologies but with a stalwart
defiance. What good reason is there, a contemporary of
Fox might ask, why we should not use our acquisitions
solely for our own selfish ends, bind them by commercial
exclusions, and proclaim that our will is paramount wherever
we have the power to make and hold conquests ? There is
one good reason, Pitt would have replied, and that is that
the best way to foster trade and industry at home is to
foster trade and industry in your colonies, and that to shut
out competition from your markets abroad is to shut out
customers from your markets at home. There is one good
reason, Fox would have answered, the reason that rule
which is merely the exercise of force is barbarous; that to
link your country's name with a system of tyranny is to link
it with something which is infamous and brittle and short-
lived, and that the value of government depends precisely
on its capacity to give expression and independence to the
genius and the character of the governed.
In Fox's great defences of reform, of religious tolera-
tion, of the extension of the franchise, this doctrine is
always emerging. In his mind respect for personality
implied respect for nationality; and to strangle the self-
government of Ireland was as much a barbarism as to
strangle the personal liberties of Englishmen by a sudden
tyranny. He never forgot in speaking to Englishmen, that
he spoke to men who were rulers, and exposed to the
temptations of rulers. The dread of those temptations